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Sunday Morning Worship at 11:00am 

Join us for tea / coffee after the morning service. 

 

Sunday evening: Jubilee Worship with café at 

5:30pm and worship at 6:10pm. 

 

All are welcome to worship at Holburn West. 
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Minister’s Letter  

 

Hebrews 11 1-3 Now faith means putting our full 

confidence in the things we hope for, it means being 

certain of things we cannot see. It was this kind of 

faith that won their reputation for the saints of old. 

And it is after all only by faith that our minds accept 

as fact that the whole scheme of time and space 

was created by God’s command—that the world 

which we can see has come into being through principles which are 

invisible. 

 

There are many uncertainties in life and the world as we know it. At 

the time of writing the inauguration of the new President of the 

United States, Donald Trump, is still to take place. Prime Minister 

Theresa May has announced that she will soon be giving an outline 

of what the British Government will be aiming for in regard to Brexit. 

There is the ongoing unrest in some countries in the Middle East, 

the refugees seeking a new life in Europe, the plans and actions of 

the so called “Islamic State”. There are the reductions in the local oil 

industry and the impact that is having on many. There are the 

challenges facing the Church of Scotland with ageing and declining 

congregations. 

 

How are we as Christians to respond? The verses from the letter to 

the Hebrews, chapter 11, advocate that we are to be people of faith. 

We are to act out of belief and conviction in the God and His 

Kingdom we profess to worship. The passage draws attention to 

some significant factors. It’s realistic. The writer states that things 

are not laid out on a plate for us. What and whom we are asked to 

put our trust in, we cannot even see or touch. The faith we are 

exhorted to have is not to be passive; some kind of laissez faire 

wishful thinking. The faith of our ancestors was expressed through 

action and so the faith we are called to express is to be active. 
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The writer of the letter tells us of individuals who were living in 

strange and uncertain times but they responded by acting in faith. 

There is the wonderful testament to the faith of Enoch (who we are 

told very little about) yet he “walked with God”. What better account 

could be given of a person’s life? Noah acts in faith by building the 

ark in the face of much derision. Abraham journeys in faith to the 

Promised Land. It was in faith that Moses returned to Egypt and 

challenged the mighty Pharaoh and led the Israelites to freedom 

from slavery. We hear also of brave and courageous people of faith 

who for their actions of obedience to God, suffered persecution and 

trials. With this inspiring account of people of faith so we are to go 

forward and act in faith. 

 

People are not always good at receiving and acting on sound 

advice. This past week a lorry driver ignored all the signs 

approaching the Forth Road Bridge, forbidding heavy weight 

vehicles from crossing over because of the strong winds. The result 

of ignoring the warnings was that the lorry overturned and damaged 

the bridge and caused danger and delays for everyone else. We 

have the opportunity in a time of uncertainty, where people may be 

inclined to act in a self-absorbed and self-centred way, to offer an 

alternative way which brings life, forgiveness, renewal and healing. 

Within the community of faith we have experienced and learned 

enough of God to trust Him with the unseen, the intangible and the 

yet to be. 

 

May we like Enoch, rise up and walk with God. 

 

from your Minister 

 

Duncan Eddie 
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Moving to a Unitary Constitution 

 

A meeting for the communicant members of 

Holburn West Church to vote for Moving to 

a Unitary Constitution will take place on 

Sunday 12th March, 2017. 

 

The Kirk Session has been considering 

changing our model of governance (how we 

manage and support the Congregational life 

of Holburn West) with the view to changing 

from our current arrangement which is a 

‘Model Constitution’ to that of a ‘Unitary Constitution’.  The General 

Assembly of the Church of Scotland has urged churches to move to 

a Unitary Constitution, if they have not already done so.   

 

In addition to the General Assembly recommendation, there are a 

number of reasons why it is timely for Holburn West to make this 

change. These reasons are set out in the accompanying insert 

which details the arguments that have persuaded the Kirk Session 

to approve the move to a Unitary Constitution.  

 

For us to be able to change the Constitution, we need members of 

the congregation to vote for the change.  Therefore, a special 

meeting of the congregation is to be convened at which all 

communicant members of the congregation will be asked to approve 

the adoption of the Unitary Constitution. You need to be present in 

order to vote.  

 

Please read the important information given in the insert provided 

and come along to cast your vote at the congregational meeting 

which will be held immediately after morning worship on Sunday 12th 

March, 2017. 

 

Yvonne Bain,  Session Clerk 



Christian Aid / 
Overseas 

 

During October we were 
shocked at pictures of the 
devastation caused on the 
island of Haiti by hurricane 
winds and rain.   Many homes 
and lives lost and disrupted – 
again.   You gave £560 
including reclaimed tax to help 
Christian Aid in the task of 
rebuilding the country.  
 
When the earthquake of 2010 

devastated the island, many 

agencies rallied round to help.  

Christian Aid has various 

partners, one of which 

MISSEH (Mission Sociale des 

eglises Haitiennes) build 700 

new homes for families which 

had lost theirs.   During 

Hurricane Matthew only one 

roof was lost, so the folk with 

houses were able to shelter 

others whose homes had 

been lost. 

 

In the immediate aftermath of 

Hurricane Matthew partner 

KORAL (Kuonbite pou ranfose 

aksyon lakay) supplied people 

with water purification tablets, 

advice on avoiding cholera 

and repairing homes. 

 

In the longer term, MISSEH 

give families seeds and 

livestock to replace harvests 

and animals lost, and grants 

to replace fishing equipment. 

 

There is still much work to do, 

thank you for your support. 

 

Christian Aid Activities 

2017 

 

Christian Aid Week is 14th to 

20th May.  We will again be 

pounding the pavements in 

the parish. 

 

This year we celebrate the 

60th Anniversary of Christian 

Aid Week.  We support 

various organisations in about 

40 countries worldwide.    

Here are some of the events 

planned for Scotland this year. 

 

 Fundraising Jamboree – 

Saturday 11th March 10.30 

– 2.00p.m., St Mark's 

Church, Rosemount 

Viaduct.  All welcome 

 Forth Bridge Cross – this is 

an old favourite – walk this 

year with a new view, the 
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Queensferry Crossing.  

Saturday 22nd April, 2pm. 

start 

 Tay Bridge Cross – another 

favourite – Saturday 29th 

April, 2pm start 

 Kelpies Canter – a fun-

filled walk at the Kelpies.  

Saturday 30th September, 

11am start. 

 

If you are interested in any of 

the above events, please 

google Christian Aid Scotland 

- Events 

 

Advent Lunch 

 

Once again the hall was full, 

conversation level high and 

folk enjoyed broth, bread and 

cheese to help the world's 

poorest folk.  Thank you 

again. The total raised was 

£851, £689 plus reclaimed 

tax. 

 

Souper Sunday 

 

Marjorie Clark will again be 

with us to speak about the 

HIV/AIDS campaign.  This will 

be on the 19th March.  After 

the service you are warmly 

invited to enjoy lunch of broth 

and bread and support the 

campaign. 

 

 

Malawi Partnership 

 

We sent and received 

messages at Christmas from 

Rev Innocent Chikopa from St 

Columba CCAP church, 

Blantyre.  The current 

partnership agreement ends 

during 2017.  The Aberdeen 

committee is meeting 

regularly to discuss how to 

move the partnership forward.   

 

Carol Plowman 
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Guild News 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to our meetings in the large hall. 

 Wednesday 8th February at 7.30 pm 

o Liz. Foubister: Family History 

 Sunday 19th February after Morning Worship 

o Soup and Sweet Lunch.  Adult £6 in aid of the Guild 

Projects 

 Wednesday 22nd February at 7.30 pm 

o John Corral will speak on ‘The Lower Denburn: 

Aberdeen’s Banished Burn.’ 

 Friday 3rd March at 2pm 

o WORLD DAY of PRAYER in Craigiebuckler Church 

 Wednesday 15th March at 7.30 pm 

o Sheila Harris: ‘All Friends Together’ one of the Guild 

Projects 

 Wednesday 22nd March at 7.30 pm 

o A.G.M. along with the Annual Gathering Video and 

‘Memories’ 

 

Elspeth H. Kerr 

 

All Friends Together is a Guild Project in partnership with Prospects 

in Scotland and helps churches become more inclusive and 

welcoming to people with learning disabilities. 
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Church Family News 

 

Deaths 

 Mrs Margaret (Isobel) Robertson: 30th October 2016 

 Mrs Maisie Duncan: 27th November 2016 

Baptisms 

 Douglas Kenneth Compton Cox: 6th November 2016 

 

Tuesday Coffee 

 

The "boys and girls" of the Tuesday Coffee must have been good in 

2016 because Santa came to our Christmas party and gave us each 

a present! We had lots of lovely festive food but were still able to 

enjoy singing our favourite carols before Santa left us. 

We are a friendly, chatty group and would love to welcome new 

members on a regular or occasional basis.   We meet on Tuesdays 

at around 10.30 am.       

Marjory Rose 

 

Photograph  1: Santa visits Tuesday Coffee 
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Christmas Worship at Holburn West 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Photograph  3: Junior Church children and leaders 

Photograph  2: Junior church tell the Christmas story 



11 

 
Photograph  4: Choir singing at the Carol Service 

 
 

 
Photograph  5: Breakfast Club and Jubilee dramatise a story of 
refugees at Christmas for the Christmas Eve worship. 
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Photograph  6: Christmas Eve worship - the Broons! 

 

 
Photograph  7: Handing out the Christingles at the Christmas Eve 
worship 
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Holburn West Church 
 
 

9 Ashley Park Drive Aberdeen AB10 6RY  
 

Telephone 01224 571120  
 

Email churchoffice@holburnwestchurch.org.uk  

 
Registered Charity SC013318 

 
www.holburnwestchurch.org.uk  

https://www.facebook.com/HolburnWest  
 

mailto:churchoffice@holburnwestchurch.org.uk
http://www.holburnwestchurch.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/HolburnWest

