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Sunday Morning Worship at 11:00am 

Join us for tea / coffee after the morning service. 

Sunday evening: Jubilee Worship with café at 

5:30pm and worship at 6:10pm. 

 

All are welcome to worship at Holburn West. 



3 

Minister’s Letter  

 

As I begin this letter it has been another week of major 

political events; the latest being the Prime minister 

Theresa May announcing that there will be a General 

Election for the UK Parliament on Thursday 8th June 

2017. The week before there were announcements 

from the political leaders of the USA and North Korea which were 

pointing to military action taking place. A week hardly goes by 

without one major event or another taking place. For many people 

there is a strong sense of change and uncertainty accompanied by 

varying degrees of concern and anxiety. There are so many wide 

ranging factors contingent on one another that it makes it difficult to 

be entirely confident and optimistic about how it all is going to work 

out. It could, of course, be said that the world and the society in 

which we live has always been going through many changes. How 

are we to respond? 

 

A word which has increasingly been on my mind is “abiding”. It’s a 

word used a number of times in the Bible. It is a word used in the 

opening line in one of the best known Christian hymns: “Abide with 

me”. In Doric a term was used for the partner of another who were 

living together outside the state of marriage: “a bidie in”. The latter 

term refers to someone living with another, sharing the same home. 

It’s weaker than the Biblical “abide” in that there is the implicit 

understanding that it is living together as long as it suits the couple. 

When “abide” is used in the Bible there is the understanding of a 

commitment through life and death and everything else in between. 

Ruth commits herself to her recently widowed mother-in-law Naomi, 

saying “Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your 

people will be my people and your God will be my God. Where you 

die I will die, and there I will be buried.” (Ruth1:16 - 18) Jesus says 

“Abide in me as I abide in you… As the Father has loved me, so I 

have loved you; abide in my love.” 
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Abiding is not a word we have much use for in everyday 

conversation yet it is one concept that is central to Christian life. 

Abiding has the sense of full personal commitment, a quality of 

solidarity that “waiting” just cannot convey. It communicates a sense 

of order, consistency and continuity in the Christian tradition, of 

God’s commitment to us and ours to our communities. Alongside 

that the “abiding” that Jesus calls his followers to is one of 

relinquishment, openness and change, living a life out of one’s own 

control so as to “abide” in Him. 

 

As Christians we can positively approach life and the variety of 

situations we encounter through our faith and trust in the God who 

“abides” with us. Our church buildings ought to be like the 

tabernacle of Old Testament times, a visible sign of the presence of 

God in the community. It is the people who gather in these church 

buildings who are also described as “temples” (1 Corinthians 6: 19) 

In Jesus’ teaching about prayer he says “For where two or three 

come together in my name, there I am with them.” The abiding 

presence of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit can enable us to 

creatively respond to the changes and situations we will encounter. 

 

God be with you and bless you! 

 

from 

 

Rev Duncan Eddie. 
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Pentecost In The Park!    

 

Six local churches, including ours, are closing their doors on 

Sunday, June 4th and going for a picnic! In what may well be a first 

for kirks in Aberdeen, six congregations have got together to host 

“Pentecost in the Park”. The park is Hazlehead and we’re planning a 

one-off praise event, with a joint choir and an ever-growing 

orchestra all pitching in to guarantee a very special occasion.  The 

congregations of Craigiebuckler, Cults, Holburn West, Kingswells 

Mannofield and Peterculter will NOT be opening their doors for 

worship on that Pentcost Sunday. With the full approval of all six kirk 

sessions and Aberdeen Presbytery, we will instead worship together 

– in Hazlehead Park – to celebrate the birthday of Christ’s Church. 

Because that’s exactly what Pentecost is: the birth-day of Christ’s 

Church.  A fleet of cars and coaches from all six locations will 

converge on Hazlehead Park for “Pentecost in the Park”. Our 

worship will be at midday and then, because the weather is bound 

to be wonderful (!), it’s picnic time.  Imagine six congregations 

getting together in this way to praise the Lord and pass the 

sandwiches! Imagine what an amazing sight it will be, to praise our 

Lord on Pentecost and in the very same moment show publicly and 

joyfully that “Jesus Christ is Lord!”.  And what we need, most of all is 

you. Don’t see June 4th as a Sunday off. And please don’t see it as 

a novelty turn; nothing could be further from the truth. “Pentecost in 

the Park” is a superb opportunity to honour Christ and celebrate the 

faith we hold in common.  Here’s what everyone needs to know:   

 

• Each congregation will make its own arrangements about 

sharing transport etc but two coaches will visit all six churches, to 

collect anyone of any age who doesn’t have alternative transport. 

And bring you back. No charge!  

 

• Everyone meets at their local church at 11am, before 

making their way to Hazlehead or waiting for the coaches. 
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• The service will be at 12 noon, followed by a picnic. 

• Please bring picnic food with you and, if possible, fold-up 
seats and blankets. 

• There will be children’s activities – so bring the weans!  

• If the weather turns nasty, everything will relocate to 
Craigiebuckler Church. 

There will be further details posted on precise details as the day 
draws closer. Meanwhile, please place “Pentecost in the Park” in 
your prayers, and plan for a very special day. 
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Christian Aid / Overseas 

 
SOUPER SUNDAY 

 

Once again Marjorie Clark came and talked about the HIV/AIDS 

programme. While HIV and AIDS may not make the news so much 

these days, there are still challenges for the many people around 

the world who are infected or affected by HIV.  Currently we are 

helping to fund over 25 projects run by our partner churches in 

Africa and Asia, as well as a few here in Scotland.   These projects 

focus on education and awareness raising, care and support, and 

empowerment.  A good crowd enjoyed a Broth and Bread lunch 

after the service and donated £580.00 towards the programme.   

 

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 

 

Christian Aid week is from 14 – 20 May.  It was formed 60 years ago 

to support the work churches in Britain and Ireland were doing with 

refugees in Europe in the aftermath of the Second World War.  

Today, tens of millions of people across the globe are fleeing their 

homes because of war, conflict and disaster, making dangerous 

journeys in search of safety, in the biggest displacement of people 

since that time. 

 

The majority of today's refugees are forced to seek sanctuary in 

poor, neighbouring countries, but more than a million refugees have 

crossed into Europe and need immediate support.  In Greece, our 

partner charity offers stoves and cooking facilities for families 

stranded in refugee camps. 

 

Many, like Nejebar from Afghanistan, have endured years of conflict.  

Nejebar says of the life she left behind: “Anything and everything in 

our country was a threat...the trees and the cars and the 
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motorcycles.   They were putting bombs in the trees and on the 

roads.”  With borders across Europe currently closed, Nejebar and 

thousands of other refugees are now stranded in camps – in urgent 

need of help. 

 

For families far from home, cooking their own meals is an important 

shred of normality in an otherwise uncertain world.  It is a way to 

reclaim some regularity in a situation that can make refugees feel 

powerless. 

 

We know that the conflict that drives these crises is not what God 

intends for us, that God's vision is of a world where everyone has a 

safe place to call home.   But until that day – while we are needed, 

and while you are here to support us – we will be walking with 

refugees. 

 

We will be there to offer security and comfort for refugees around 

the world, advocating for policies that protect them in the long term 

and helping them on the ground today.  The money you give this 

Christian Aid Week could show a refugee like Nejebar that she is not 

alone, and help her feed her family. 

 

 

MALAWI PARTNERSHIP 

 

At last the Bikeathon funds are being disbursed. Three rural 

churches near Blantyre have submitted estimates for work needed.   

Each church will receive £6,400.00 (5,724,430MWK) the three 

churches are: 

 

Likhubula – roofing materials  

Manyowe – new floor, electrics, glass for windows 

Walani – they have largely rebuilt the church, and now only need 

pews  
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The money has been transferred into each church's bank account in 

pounds sterling and will be withdrawn in MWKs when needed to pay 

for materials or workmen.  We will receive up to date information 

about progress, with photographs. Thanks to everyone who helped 

make this happen. 

 

Carol Plowman 

 

 

What time for Sunday worship? 

 

Around this time last year that we had a survey to ask about 

changing the times of the Sunday worship – although the 

results were conveyed through the Kirk Session, others have 

not known what the outcome of this was.  The final votes were 

as follows: 

 
Option Number of votes % of total number of votes 

I have no preference   8 9.0 

I prefer a 10 am start all year round  12 13.5 

I prefer a 10.30 am start all year round  26 29.2 

I prefer an 11am start all year round  19 21.3 

I prefer the current arrangements of an 11am start with 10am start during 

July and August.    24 27.0 

Total votes    89 100 

 

The results were discussed at the Kirk Session and it was 

decided that with the relatively low response rate (89 votes 

were received) that there was insufficient basis for making any 

change and that the current arrangements would remain in 

place.   Therefore, Sunday morning worship remains at 

11:00am except for the summer time when during July and 

August the Sunday worship will begin at 10:00am. 

Yvonne Bain (Session Clerk) 
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Moving to a Unitary Constitution 

 

On Sunday 12th March a special meeting of the congregation was 

held to vote on whether to approve the move to a Unitary 

constitution.  65 members of the congregation voted and all 65 

members approved the move to a Unitary constitution.     

Our next stage if to finalise a plan for how the Unitary constitution 

should be implemented.   Each of the Congregational Board 

meetings and Kirk Session meetings are now joint with a focused 

time given to discussing what task groups and communication 

structures will work best for Holburn West within the Unitary 

Constitution, with the view to having a new structure in place by 

August 2017.   Moving to the Unitary Constitution creates an 

opportunity to reshape our task groups and will create an 

opportunity for all to be involved in a variety of ways.  Further 

information will be given as soon as possible. 

  

Yvonne Bain (Session Clerk) 

 

Semana Santa (Yvonne Bain) 

 

In the Easter morning service, the Rev Duncan Eddie talked about 

being public about our faith – and not reserving this to the confines 

of the church building.  I had just come back from a week’s holiday 

in the Andalucía area of Spain which included being in Seville on 

Palm Sunday and the start of Holy Week.  There was certainly no 

hiding of Christianity with the Semana Santa celebrations in that 

part of Spain, indeed it would have been very difficult to not know 

that there was some sort of Christian festival all week even if you 

knew little of Christianity. 

Semana Santa means Holy Week and in Andalucía, and especially 

in Seville, the celebrations of Holy Week are really quite something 

to see so I thought I would share with you what I saw. 

Around 4pm and through until 11pm (possibly even later) there are 

large processions that go from the churches to the Cathedral of 
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Seville (and back again) with bands playing, sometimes choirs 

singing, enormous heavy floats (pasos) carried by around 30 to 40 

men (costaleros) and led by penitents – who were men and children 

– dressed in outfits that look rather ominous but have no connection 

what-so-ever with a certain racist organisation in the USA.    

 

The children who take 

part in the parade will 

hand out sweets to 

children who are 

watching the parade and 

others will share the 

dripping wax from their 

candles so that the 

children can create a ball 

of wax -but as to why 

they do so, I have no 

idea. 

 

 

 

These processions were 

held every day of Holy Week, watched by hundreds of people on 

every part of the procession route, lined up three or four deep or 

more in places: there were even seated areas set up (and paid for) 

for people to view the processions each of which could take around 

30 minutes or more to move along a street.    

It was fascinating to watch the processions: to see the figures on the 

floats and figure out what was being portrayed, as well as seeing 

how the floats were manoeuvred so slowly and carefully.   
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The huge crowds of people supporting and taking part in the many 

processions was a very public and elaborate celebration of Holy 

week. 
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Church Family News 

 

Deaths 

 

Mrs Nancy Wetherly, 31st January 2017 

 

Mr Norman Gray, 4th February 2017 

 

Miss Helen Warrender, 14th February 2017 

 

Mrs Doris Prentice, 12th March 2017 

 

Mr Allen Walker, 21st March 2017 
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Organ Donation / Transplantation 

 
This subject, not commonly discussed, is becoming more important 
as advance in medical sciences enable more patients with failing 
organs to live in good health for years after a transplant. 
Transplantation of organs and tissues, such as kidney and bone 
marrow, has been possible for decades, where tissue-compatible 
volunteer donors have provided an organ.  But in heart and lung, 
and often liver, transplantation, the donor has to be from a 
compatible, newly deceased person.  Donor consent for this has to 
be assured, and preferably should be considered much earlier in a 
putative donor’s life, and, ideally, has been discussed with the 
immediate family.  There is, in hospitals with a transplant unit, a 
specialist nurse in organ donation (SNOD), so that there can be 
further discussion of family consent.  This is the present ‘opt-in’ 
system in Scotland.  The problem is that the number of patients who 
require organ transplantation in order to survive rises year by year, 
and now far outstrips the number of cadaveric organs offered. 
 
Different countries have adopted different solutions to the lack of 
donors.  The Welsh Parliament changed their law, so that, from 
December 2015, organs from suitable instances of death (from 
either cardiac or brain failure) may be taken UNLESS the putative 
donor had made it clear, officially and in writing, that his organs are 
not to be used thus, and has also informed his relatives of this 
(although, if a near relative were opposed to that decision, that 
objection would be taken into consideration, and discussed with 
transplant staff).  This is called ‘soft opt-out’.  Such a system has 
been in place in Spain since 2008, and has led to an increased 
incidence of cadaveric transplants.  It is likely that, if the Welsh 
system shows the same effect, then it will be considered in Scotland 
too. 
 
The subject has been discussed widely in hospitals and NHS 
transplant units, and it seems to me, as a member of the group 
involved in discussions in Edinburgh, that it is an important area for 
churches to be involved.  The Society, Religion and Technology 
(SRT) Project of the Church of Scotland has considered these end-
of-life issues widely, and the members feel that they need to be 
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discussed (within families and friends) at a time when death is not 
obviously imminent.  It is also important that the churches have a 
considered understanding of the area.  One public debate was held 
in 2016 in Biggar, under the auspices of the Presbytery of Lanark, 
assisted by, among others, Dr Murdo Macdonald from SRT Project, 
and a family whose baby daughter had had a successful liver 
transplant.  As 2017 is the year that the Scottish Transplant Games 
are being held, it might be appropriate to hold another public debate 
in Aberdeen. 
 
Audrey Dawson 
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Holburn West Church 
 
 

9 Ashley Park Drive Aberdeen AB10 6RY  
 

Telephone 01224 571120  
 

Email churchoffice@holburnwestchurch.org.uk  

 
Registered Charity SC013318 

 
www.holburnwestchurch.org.uk  

https://www.facebook.com/HolburnWest  
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